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Sir: 


In response to the Office Action dated January 18, 2001, entry of the amendments and 
remarks set forth below are respectfully requested. 
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Paragraph at page 50, line 12, to page 51, line 7 

The FIG. 12 flow chart illustrates how a preferred splicer according to the invention 
preferably aligns the start of decoder input buffer receipt of new data stream data with the start of the 
last buffer of the old data stream. Broadly stated, if the new data stream is an early data stream type 
(e.g. curve 1 102b of FIG. 11), then splicer-N 270 delays transmission of (and equivalently, delays 
reception by a decoder of) the new data stream data. If instead, the new data stream is a late stream 
type (e.g. curve 1 102c of FIG. 11), then splicer-N 270 accelerates transmission of (and equivalently, 
accelerates reception by a decoder of) new data stream data. More specifically, splicer-N 270 
preferably delays the new data stream data by adding null packets prior to the start of new data stream 
transmission, or accelerates the new data stream by deleting null packets that have been encoded into 
the data stream. Splicer-N 270 further preferably stores a total number of added/deleted null packets 
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for later use during splicing, as will be discussed further herein. 
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